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Introduction 
Welcome to the Interactive Idioms booklet. Idioms 
are a complex but highly important area of language. 
Hot English has a unique approach to teaching them 
with five key features:  

1  Key language  
 The language in these booklets has been carefully-

selected so you’ll only learn the most useful 
Idioms.  

2  Images 
 The photos and illustrations will help you 

understand the Idioms by creating a link between 
the images and the idioms. 

3  Audio files  
 The recorded audio files will help you with the 

pronunciation of the idioms. Listening to the 
example sentences will also help you remember 
the idioms, especially if you hear them over and 
over again. 

4  Topic areas   
 The Idioms have been divided up into topic 

areas. This is good for you because by organising 
language, it’s easier for you to memorise it.  

5  Example sentences
 The example sentences will give you a clear 

example of how the idioms are used. Plus, they’ll 
help you memorise the idioms. Remember, 
for effective learning, you should always learn 
language in phrases or sentences – never as 
individual words or expressions! 

Idioms are a colourful, fun aspect of language. 
They’re often used in both spoken and written 
English so it’s important for you to be able to 
understand and recognise them. Idioms can also 
help you learn something about the culture 
of English-speaking countries as their origins 
are often based on the history, humour, 
cuisine, geography, pscyhology ethics 
and values of a nation. Idioms 
can be used to add humour 
to your conversation, or 
can be used to convey 
subtle meanings. They’re 
also often an effective 
means of summing up 
a mutually-understood 
situation or feeling. 

We hope you enjoy 

learning these idioms! 

How to use the material 
 Before reading or listening to the material, look 

at the images. They’ll help you understand the 
idioms. Later, you can refer to the pictures while 
you’re reading and listening to the definitions 
and example sentences. This will also help you 
remember the language. 

 Read and listen to the audio files. This will help you 
understand the language, remember it and hear 
how it’s pronounced. Later, you can listen to the 
audio files on their own (without the text) while 
you’re in the car, jogging in the park, lying on the 
sofa, walking in the street… This will really help 
you memorise the idioms. 

 Listen and repeat the example sentences. This will 
help with your pronunciation of the language, and 
will also help you memorise it. 

Hot English Publishing has more than 10 years of 
experience producing magazines, dictionaries and 
learning courses for students and teachers around 
the world and some of the world’s leading publishing 
houses. Please visit our website 
www.learnhotenglish.com 
(or, www.hotenglishmagazine.com) or contact 
info@hotenglishmagazine.com for more 
information on… 
… English language classes by telephone.  
… our online, interactive leaning method:  

the Web School. 
… teaching materials for English language classes. 
… learning material for English language learners. 
… a subscription to our fantastic magazine,  

Hot English. 
… information on teaching or learning with the  

Hot English Method. 
… FREE material via our regular newsletter. 

 Follow us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/HotEnglishMagazine 

 Or Twitter: www.twitter.com/
HotEnglishMag 

Good luck, and we know you’ll learn a lot 
with this booklet. 

Thanks, 

The  
Hot English Team.

Interactive Books: Idioms1



IdiomsVerbs
Copyright Hot English Publishing SL 2013    www.hotenglishmagazine.com

Index 
Unit Page 

1 Way I 4

2 Way II 5

3 Way III 6

4 Way IV 7

5 Way V 8

6 Way VI 9

7 Bridge 10

8 Market 11

9 Track I 12

10 Track II 13

11 Path 14

12 Ship 15

13 Boat & Sailing 16

14 Wall I 17

15 Wall II 18

16 Corner 19

17 Door 20

18 Dream I 21

19 Dream II 22

20 Business I 23

21 Business II 24

22 Road I 25

23 Road II 26

Idioms1Booklet



All the way  
If you support somethIng “all the way”, you 
support It as much as possIble and untIl the 
very end. 
“If you decide to take them to court, I’ll support you all the 
way.” 

Along the way 
If somethIng happens “along the way”, It 
happens whIle you’re doIng somethIng else. 
“I’ve been doing this job for about twenty years now and 
I’ve learnt a thing or two along the way.” 

Go out of your way to do something 
to try very hard to do somethIng nIce, especIally 
somethIng that Involves helpIng other people. . 
“They really went out of their way to make us feel at home.” 

Claw your way back from something 
If you “claw your way back from” a bad 
sItuatIon, you succeed In ImprovIng your 
sItuatIon agaIn after makIng a bIg effort. 
“The team were six-nil down, but they managed to claw 
their way back to victory. It was incredible.” 

Pave the way for something 
If a “paves the way for b”, a helps make b 
happen – a contrIbutes to b. 
“Everyone hopes that the meeting will pave the way for a 
legally-binding commitment to reduce CO2 emissions.” 
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Be out of somebody’s way 
If a place Is “out of somebody’s way”, It Isn’t In 
the dIrectIon In whIch they’re goIng.
“Jessica took me home last night which was nice because 
it was really out of her way.” 
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Be in a bad way 
To be Ill, UNhappy or IN a bad physIcal or 
meNTal sTaTe.  
“He was in a pretty bad way after four months of working 
on an extremely stressful project.” 

Be laughing all the way to the bank 
If someoNe Is “laUghINg all The way To The 
baNk”, They’re exTremely happy becaUse 
They’ve made a loT of moNey very easIly. 
“If they pay us everything we asked for, we’ll be laughing 
all the way to the bank.” 

Rub someone up the wrong way 
To aNNoy someoNe wIThoUT really INTeNdINg To. 
“It’s not really his fault but he always manages to rub me 
up the wrong way. He’s just so annoying.” 

Go back a long way                                                                        
If Two people “go back a loNg way”, They’ve 
kNowN oNe aNoTher for a loNg TIme. 
“Janine and I were at school together. We go back a long 
way.” 

Go about something the wrong way 
To do someThINg IN a way ThaT IsN’T good or 
effecTIve. 
“We paid them the money before they’d finished the 
work. Then, they left without completing the job. We went 
about things the wrong way.”

Get your own way  
To sUcceed IN persUadINg oTher people To 
leT yoU do whaT yoU waNT. 
“At first, he was reluctant to do the work, but Marion 
kept on at him until he finally caved in. She’s extremely 
insistent, and in the end she usually gets her own way.” 
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